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THE HUMANE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED STATES

GLRO Exposes
Deficiencies,
Zoo Closes

• Pulling Contests
Cause Suffering
• Legislative Rormdup
• Arormd the Region
• Pet Shop Problems

Betsy the Beaver

(continued on page 2)
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This small cage, which ho-used a red fox,
was typical of those used to display
animals. Note that the sign identifies only
the S'pecies displayed; little was done to
inform visitors of the hahits or history of
the animals.
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A cougar walks aimlessly ar<YUnd its
sterile cage, hardly a picture of content
ment. Such animals need mnre to meet
their needs.
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This black bear looked bored and no wonder. His cage, dirty every time the GLRO
investigator visited, was empty except for a sleeping platform.

FALL 1986

INSIDE

A headline in the May 11 edition of
The Cincinnati, Ohio, Enquirer reads,
"Goodbye to Zoo, but no Boo Hoo.
Panel backs end of poor exhibit."
The zoo referred to is the Glen Miller
Park Zoo, located in Richmond, In
diana. It had been the subject of many
complaints that prompted the Great
Lakes Regional Office (GLRO) to do
extensive work in an attempt to im
prove or, if necessary, close the facility.
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School children touring the Ohio State
House were delighted by the appear
ance of a 22-foot high, 36-foot-long
beaver called Betsy. In April, the GLRO
worked with the Society for Animal
Protective Legislation to bring Betsy
to Columbus to draw attention to H.R.
1409, a federal bill which, if passed,
would outlaw the leghold trap nationally.
Rob Russell of Protect Our Earth's
Treasures in Columbus, Ohio, helped
with local media arrangements.

How Much Is
That Doggie
In the Window?
Does $299.99 seem too much for an
appealing dog, complete with behavior
al problems, parasites, and congenital
diseases?
This is often what the buyer gets
when, on impulse, a pet is purchased
from a pet store. While there are, ad
mittedly, some very professionally
operated pet stores concerned with the
welfare of animals, we most often hear
about the -cases where pets are pur
chased at high cost. Further, such pets,
when taken home, are sometimes found
to be ill, or unmanageable due to lack

Legislative

of socialization during the early, crucial
weeks of their lives.
GLRO investigated the pet store situa
tion this summer and found conditions
bad in many cases for dogs, cats, birds,
rodents, and rabbits. Our investigator
uncovered cases of unsanitary condi
tions, poor ventilation, and blatant lack
of good animal-husbandry practices.
In addition, our experience in this
area of animal protection has included
handling reports of alleged acts of
cruelty inflicted upon animals in pet
stores by uncaring persons. Unfortu
nately, in virtually all of those cases,
cruelty charges could not be filed be
cause the witnesses would not come
forward. This is a great source of frus
tration to organizations like The HSUS
that are working hard to stop cruelty.

R O U N D U P

There is more to a circus than the action
under the big top. Several members, who
read our Summer 1986 GLRO &port that
called for setting up a circus watch, contacted us to report apparent violations of
the Animal Welfare Act that they had
witnessed at circuses. In particular, the
transportation and confinement of circus
animals is an area of great concern to The
HSUS. We really feel the circus watch
will be helpful and we again urge mem
bers who see a circus to find out where it
is going and contact us.

Regional Office Exposes Deficiences, Zoo Closes (continuedfram page 1)
Regional Director Sandy Rowland newspaper interview in 1984, McBride
first visited the zoo in 1982. At that was quoted as stating, "I'm not con
time she wrote Clifford Dickman, who cerned about those snobs (a reference
was then Richmond's mayor, stating, to the humane society and its allies).
"The zoo has a very run down, poorly They can go to (the zoo in) Cincinnati.
kept appearance, and it is painfully ob- They can go to San Diego. They can go
vious it is a low priority and has been anywhere they want to go. They can go
ignored all too long." She went on to to hell as far as I'm concerned."
cite conditions such as rusty and algaeThe verbal attacks did not halt The
filled water bowls, small cages, flies, Humane Society of the United States'
and odors as well as inadequate safety (HSUS) push for improvements. Still,
measures to protect visitors.
it took a couple of years of talking to a
At that time she also alerted the Richmond veterinarian and new Mayor
United States Department of Agricul- Frank Waltermann before any result
ture, the agency responsible for in- was produced. Then, a study was com
specting the nation's zoos under the missioned which revealed it would be
Animal Welfare Act, to the zoo's defi- best to phase out the zoo.
ciencies. Inspection reports obtained
Finally, in 1986, a seven-member zoo
under the Freedom of Information Act advisory committee consisting of park
revealed the facility had received a board and zoo staff members, local vet
clean bill of health in previous inspec- erinarians, and residents recommended
tions. When USDA inspectors visited the zoo be dismantled and the animals
the zoo after the GLRO complaint, dispersed into humane situations.
Rowland praised the decision of the
however, they found sixteen areas not
in compliance with the minimum feder- advisory committee. "As with all ef
al standards.
forts to help animals," she said, "it was
Then, began a struggle among Row- a battle worth fighting. My only regret
land, the USDA, and Don McBride, is that it took four years to achieve
then City Park Chief. In a Dayton, Ohio, success."
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On July 1, Michigan Representative
Curtis Hertel introduced the Michigan
Impounded Pet Act (H.B. 5713 and
H.B. 5714). The Senate version of
these bills was introduced last year and
hearings were held in October. Despite
overwhelming public support, the Sen
ate Committee on Higher Education
and Technology has so far taken no ac
tion to vote the bills out of committee.
This legislation would make it illegal
in Michigan for animal shelters to re
lease pets for research purposes and
would mandate that any dog or cat
adopted from an animal shelter be
spayed or neutered.
The only thing worse than no action
on a bill is action that destroys the in
tent of the legislation. This is exactly
what happened to H.B. 296, an Ohio
bill that would have, if passed as writ
ten, outlawed pound seizure. A sub
committee that studied the bill weak
ened it to where it still would allow
pound seizure and even legalize bunch
ing. The committee also removed a
provision that agents of a county hu
mane society could inspect laboratories
where research is done on pound ani
mals. GLRO is asking all Ohio members
to let their state representatives know
in no uncertain terms that they don't
want pound seizure.
Ohio humanitarians also need to be
aware that efforts to again put a bounty
on the coyote have been made in the
Ohio Senate. Lobbyists for the Ohio
Farm Bureau have succeeded in amend
ing H.B. 848, adding a new bounty pro
vision. L�st year the Governor vetoed
a bill that would have made bounty
legal. The fight is far from over; you
must again let the Governor and legis
lators know how much you oppose a
bounty on coyotes.
And... while writing your legislator,
tell him or her you want to see a license
differential bill passed in Ohio. H.B.
388, which would add this provision,
has already passed the House.
Still another issue that your repre
sentatives in the Ohio legislature
should know about is the licensing re
quirement for pet shops, kennels, and
shelters. Tell your state senator to support H.B. 611 when the Senate recon
venes this fall.
Your Great Lakes regional office is,
or will be, actively working on all these
issues and more. If you want informa
tion on any of these legislative efforts,
or any others, please contact our office.

· Director-s Comment
BY SANDY ROWLAND
It isn't too late to cir
cle your calendars for
the exciting HSUS
annual conference to
be held at the Doral
Hotel On-The-Ocean,
in Miami Beach, Flori
u....
da, on October 22'---25.
The theme this year is "Kinship With
All Creatures." Speakers from across
the United States, and even from Afri
ca, will be on hand to inspire and guide
you in your efforts to help all animals.
A very special one-day symposium
will be held October 22, which will deal
with the theme We Are Our Brother's
Keeper. Speakers will address the care,
use, and disposition of primates in cap
tivity. Participants will discuss the use
of primates in zoos and research, and
expose the tragic primate trade.
The remaining three days will be filled
with stimulating events designed to
help you. Addresses will be given by
Amy Freeman Lee, secretary to HSUS
Board of Directors; Roger Fouts, di
rector of Friends of Washoe; and
':'revor Scott, director-general of the
World Society for the Protection of
Animals.
A full complement of workshops, in
cluding new topics such as animal-care
committees, vicious-dog ordinances,
the PETS program, and strategies for
television coverage of animal issues,
will be covered. GLRO's program coor
dinator, Kurt Lapham, will lead a work
shop on investigative techniques, and I
will be a facilitator for a workshop on
legislative strategies.
Eastern Airlines is the "official car
rier" for the conference, and you can

Around
The Region
Three cheers for the Crawford
County (Ohio) Humane Society for its
efforts to halt the release of pound
animals to a well-known buncher in
Ohio who resells to medical research
"acilities.
Daisy Hammaker and Chris Young,
officers of the Crawford County Hu
mane Society, have spearheaded a
drive for petitions to present to county
commissioners demanding that the
practice be stopped.

obtain up to a 60% air travel discount
by using that carrier.
So please start making plans now. If
you have any questions, call our Wash
ington, D.C. headquarters office at
(202) 452-1100.
On another topic, we are often con
tacted by members and supporters ask
ing how to get in touch with USDA in
their particular states. The information
is usually needed because issues related
to the Animal Welfare Act crop up from
time to time.
For your convenience, therefore, I
am listing the address and telephone
number of the office in each of the four
states in this region. Please clip out
and keep it handy for the future use.
;
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USDA/APHIS
5610 Crawfordsville Rd., Suite 1000
Indianapolis, IN 46224
(317) 248-4132

j

USDA/APHIS
P.O. Box 16060
Lansing, MI 48901
(517) 373-8280
USDA/APHIS
P.O. Box 264
Pickerington, OH 43147
(614) 469-5602

Students got the opportunity for valuable
"hands on" experience at a large-animal
cruelty investigation workshop held in April.
The HSUS Great Lakes Regional Office, the
Humane Society of St. Joseph County and the
Elkhart County Humane Society, both in In
diana, sponsored the event. Instructors in
cluded four veterinarians, a representative
from Purdue University, and HSUS staff
members Sandy Rowland and Kurt Lapham.
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Trainer Ken Ecker ('right) talks to students
about po-per horse handling during a worksh o-p
session. Dr. Paul Deterlen (left) of Napanee, In
diana, was a featured instructor at the work
sh o-p .

tive of Dearborn County, heard about
seven dead dogs being found at the
pound. She decided it was time for ac
tion and she has now begun working
with the humane society and enlisted the
support of county community leaders.

USDA/APHIS
4720 Brenda Lane
Charleston, WV 25312
(304) 347-5245

'] Kurt Lapham, GLRO program coor
dinator, has been to Charleston and
Wellsburg, West Virginia, to do shelter
evaluations. He also spoke to officials
in Brooks County on how to set up a
procedure for the proper handling of
cruelty complaints by all local police
departments.

We look forward to working with you
on state legislative matters when the
new legislative calendar year begins
again in January 1987.

· , GLRO Regional Director Sandy
Rowland spoke at the annual meeting
of the Genessee County Humane Soci
ety in Flint, Michigan, this past spring.
Sandy is a frequent speaker at such
events around the region.

The Clinton County Animal Shelter
also deserves kudos for its recent deci
sion to halt the sale of its animals to the
same dealer.
In Indiana, a small humane society
in Posey County undertook a major
task when it investigated and sought
conviction of a woman owning 56 dogs
on cruelty-to-animals charges. The
case dragged on at length, but in the
end, showed how even a small, poorly
financed society can help animals in a
major way.
Also in Indiana, the Dearborn County
Humane Society had tried unsuccess
fully for years to get the county to build
a suitable pound for its animals. Re
cently, an Ohio HSUS member, a na-

i Hoosiers who have worked hard to
keep Project WILD out of their school
systems should know that The HSUS
offered 2,000 free copies of the bro
chure, "Fill in the Gaps," for distribu
tion in training programs. The bro
chure lists for teachers the balancing
materials and programs they can use to
counteract the pro-hunting and pro
trapping arguments in Project WILD.
We were shocked, however, when the
stat.e Project WILD coordinator refused
the offer of free materials. He advo
cated, instead, that the teachers write
and request their own free copies. The
coordinator, by the way, is an employee
of the state Department of Natural Re
sources, which is supposed to represent
all citizens in the state of Indiana.

Pulling Contests Cause Suffering
Back in the days when oxen, mules, and horses were used as work animals on the
farm, the owners would never have thought of overloading the animals and driv
ing them to their maximum capability. Yet, organizers of today's animal-pulling
events claim that these contests (often held at county fairs) are reenactments of
what the animals did in bygone days.
The GLRO looked into pulling contests this past summer and found much that
was appalling. Not only were the animals overloaded and overworked, but also
the events were usually held during the hottest time of the day. The competing
animals were often worked to the point of breaking, and bits which cut into the
mouth so badly they sometimes caused bleeding were a common sight.
Frustratingly, rural communities try to defend these events as part of
Americana. It is an invalid defense of an activity that causes considerable animal
suffering and HSUS will continue to work for its elimination.
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HOW CAN I HELP ANIMALS EVEN WHEN j
I I NO LONGER SHARE THEIR WORLD? I
I By your bequest for animal protecI tion to The Humane Society of the
1
United States.
1
I Your will can provide for animals I
I
I after you're gone.
Naming The HSUS demonstrates
your lasting commitment to animal 1
welfare and strengthens the Society I
I
1 for this task. We will be happy to
send information about our arumal I
programs and material that will as
sist in planning a will.

I

I
I
I

I

Please send will information to
Name ____________
Address __________ _
City ________ State
_

I
I
I
I
I

_
_

ZIP code,______
Mail in confidence to Murdaugh S. Madden, Vice
President/General Counsel, The Humane Society
of the United States, 2100 L Street, N.W., Wash
ington, DC 20037.
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The Regional Report is a publication of

G.reat Lakes Regional Office
The Humane Society ofthe United States
735 Haski.ns Street
Bowling Green, OH 43402

(419) 352-5141

Sandy Rowland, Director

The office is open Monday through Friday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and is closed on federal hol
idays.
©1986 by The HSUS. All rights reserved.
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